
 

 



Oakridge Secondary  

Welcome to Oakridge Secondary! We are thrilled to have you visit our 

school.  Oakridge has endless opportunities waiting for you to explore.  

Included in this booklet are summaries from various departments to 

help you get to know more about what Oakridge can offer you. 

 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us.   
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WH Y  OAKRI D G E? 

WE L C OME  TO  OAK  TOW N !  

 

With over 60 years of academic prestige Oakridge has a demonstrated  

history of providing a top notch educational experience. With just about 

1000 students Oakridge prides itself for its commitment to our community.  

 

We have over 70 clubs, teams, and ensembles that compliment our  

esteemed academic program.  Our Oaks are fortunate to have one of the 

most extensive and up-to-date libraries in all of Thames Valley. 

 

The collective goal at Oakridge is to make learning relevant.  In addition to 

our comprehensive college/university pathways, Oakridge offers workplace 

experience through our co-op and specialized high skills major in health 

and wellness.  Oakridge students have experienced placements in areas 

such as dentistry, medicine, law, retail, hospitality, automotive, education, 

early childhood education, and many more!  We offer a thriving gifted/

enrichment program that is tailored to meet the needs of individual 

students.   

 

Our ‘Peer Mentor Program’ and grade 10 ‘Ambassador Program’ are  

examples of engaging leadership opportunities that are focused on building 

character, social responsibility, and communication skills through a  

process of mentorship. Our grade 9’s are introduced to this program within 

the first month of high school and spend an entire community building day 

at Camp Kee-Mo-Kee widely known as ‘Catapult’.   

 

This whole school, whole student approach largely contributes to Oakridge 

generating students, who year after year, are leaders both within and  

outside the school environment.  With over 80 dedicated staff who work 

diligently to make Oakridge the best place to be, it is no wonder that all 

Oaks feel a part of the Oakridge Collaborative Community. 
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ART  
Our Visual Arts Department has a variety of 

courses applicable to all students. We offer art 

courses from grade 9 through 12 with  

numerous specialization courses.  The Oak Art             

Department is looking for creative thinkers who 

have a passion to experiment with a variety of 

materials!  No experience is required to achieve 

success.  

 

Grade 9 & 10 Art  

We teach you the basics and help you develop 

your creativity and skills.  Each Art course is com-

prised of units in drawing, painting,  sculpting, 

printmaking, design and art history.   

 

Our specialization courses set the Oakridge Art 

Department apart from many other secondary 

school art programs.  No prerequisites are  re-

quired to take these courses. 

 

Consumerism & Design (Gr. 11)  is for students 

interested in marketing, designing posters, logos 

and t-shirts enjoy the connection between tradi-

tional and digital arts .   

 

Film/Videography (Gr. 11 & 12) is a project-

based video focus course for students new to 

working with technology and for the more ad-

vanced passionate videographers.   

 

Cartooning (Gr.12)  students learn about cartoon-

ing and illustration while focusing on a variety of 

styles and approaches. 

 

Art students enjoy the creative freedom they are 

given while problem solving and developing artis-

tic techniques.  Oak Art provides community con-

nections, art shows, portfolio development, annu-

al Art  enhancement field trips and many other     

enrichment activities.   

 

Graduating students gain admission to post-

secondary Fine Arts, Computer and Graphic De-

sign, Photography, Animation, Architecture, Fash-

ion, and numerous other related programs.   

 

Artistic opportunities inspire creative thinking,           

innovation and as a result, students can differentiate 

themselves throughout their future endeavours. 



We, in the Business and Computer Studies Department, feel that every student, regardless of their 

career and educational path, should have some fundamental business and financial knowledge.  

Business activity affects the daily lives of all Canadians as they work, spend, save and invest.     

Business computer classes help to connect the student with skills needed to be successful in other 

courses at Oakridge, college, university or at part-time or summer jobs. 

 

At Oakridge, the business and computer studies department offers students an introduction to the 

world of business.  We provide courses in accounting, business leadership – management             

fundamentals, computer programming, entrepreneurship, information and communication         

technology and international business.   

 

Our department is staffed with subject specialists who bring experience and expertise to their      

respective fields of study. What sets Oakridge business apart from other business programs is that 

we offer unique interdisciplinary courses in Sports and Entertainment Marketing, as well as          

Personal Investment Finance.  

 

Students in our Sports and Entertainment Marketing course are given opportunities to examine and 

create various promotional material including, video commercials, radio and various print ads, many 

of which have been submitted to local business partners and used for their own promotion as well 

as working with real world marketing challenges. The course looks at branding, logo design,  

distribution, pricing, all as it pertains to the Sport and Recreation field, as well as in the field of     

Entertainment.  

 

Our Personal Investment Finance course gives students tools to plan their personal finances, as 

well as examine future careers in commerce and finance. We study everything from budgeting,    

savings, RESP’s, stock market transactions, mutual funds, bonds, RRSP’s, mortgages, insurance, 

and even retirement and estate planning. This is a critical course for any student, regardless of their 

post-secondary aspirations.  

 

In Business and Computer studies, our students at each grade level are encouraged to participate 

in a variety of Ontario-wide business competitions supported by the OBEA. We have also had Ontar-

io winners and finalists in various competitions like the CPA-Coin competition, Make Your Pitch, and 

the Nipissing University stock market challenge. 

 

Many students who graduate from Oakridge business move on to study business, commerce,       

finance, and management studies in post-secondary. Current Oaks alumni are studying in these   

areas across Ontario including many at the Ivey School of Business at Western, Queens, Schulich    

business school at York, Waterloo, U of Guelph and many others. We even have some students 

studying south of the border. 

 

BU S IN ES S  ST U DI E S  
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Oakridge boasts a Co-operative Education program that is offered in all subject areas and one that 

consistently is sought after by our student population.  Co-op offerings become available in grades 

11 and 12 where students are exposed to opportunities to explore various career choices and 

earn two credits!   

 

A co-op placement can be obtained in almost every 

area thanks to a committed group of teachers who 

have established themselves in the community by 

continually partnering in a manner that generates a 

successful experience for all parties.  Placements 

have included, but are certainly not limited to the fol-

lowing: medical research, hospitals, trades, educa-

tion, food and nutrition, law, and policing.   

 

Experiential learning provides early work experience 

for a student’s resume. Cooperative Education is be-

coming readily accessible in post-secondary place-

ments and is the best method to explore various  

career destinations. 

CO -O P E R A T I V E  ED U C A T I O N  

Oakridge is widely known throughout the board for its musical theatre productions, and dance 

shows that mirror a professional stage. Students enrolled in this department are able to  enjoy 

full course offerings from grade 9 through 12.   

 

Dance and Drama classes have several opportunities to engage in critical reviews, create, write, 

choreograph and attend live performances that inspire the imagination.  At Oakridge we encour-

age students to use movement and script to communicate emotion in a way that allows freedom 

of expression.   

D A N C E  &  D R A M A  
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The Oakridge English department focuses on preparing students 

for being critical thinkers, effective communicators, and analytical 

observers of the world around them. While students study the  

traditional aspects of literature and media, many of the 

lessons and projects are differentiated to  

include visual, kinesthetic, oral and auditory components.  

  

Our focus is exposing students to a wide array of text 

forms, from Shakespeare’s plays to contemporary slam 

poetry. Students learn how to effectively format and write 

for various audiences and purposes from essays to vi-

gnettes, concept maps to dioramas, and much like other 

disciplines, the English program is a progression of skills 

and concepts built on one another.  

 

Our English teachers are highly qualified professionals 

who work hard not just in the preparation of creative lessons, but 

also in creating a positive rapport with students in order to facili-

tate effective learning. 

E N G L IS H  

For students who are English language learners at Oakridge S.S., there are supports available 

through a resource teacher to help students be successful in all classes. The support teacher works 

closely with classroom teachers to help support students in their courses who continue to develop 

their English speaking, reading and writing skills. The resource teacher can also offer individual stu-

dent support as needed, depending on the needs of each student. 

 

Oakridge offers English as a Second Language (ESL) programming at 

the C, D and E level. Students living in the Oakridge catchment area 

have the opportunity to enrol in an ESL course during both semesters. 

Students earn credits for these courses as they work to complete their 

Ontario Secondary School Diploma. 

E N G L I S H  L A N G UA G E  L E A R N I N G S U P P O RT  P RO G R A M  
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GE OG R APH Y   
The Oakridge Geography Department is the centre of techno-

logical    advancement. The department has a fully equipped 

“Active Learning Centre” and computer lab where the stu-

dents work collaboratively with current technology and geo-

graphical  databases. The level of student engagement and 

the development of skills in the area of communication, prob-

lem solving, and critical inquiry are the foundation of the            

geography program.  The dedicated staff of geography        

specialists commit to providing an experiential learning       

environment for all students, both in and outside of the   

classroom.  

 

Many students maintain a pathway in geography throughout 

their high school career and into post- secondary as they    

explore the relationships that geography has in the real world.  

At the grade 9 level the focus is on Canada, and the            

interrelationships within and between Canada’s natural and 

human systems.  Students are encouraged to draw on their 

personal and everyday experiences and draw awareness to 

issues that affect other parts of the world.  

 

Each year, students select senior geography courses based 

on their specific concepts of disciplinary thinking. At the grade 

11 level, Oakridge Geography offers two courses. The Physical 

Processes and Disasters course explores major physical    

processes and the disasters they create, with a focus on the 

planet and its people. In the grade 11 Travel and Tourism  

students explore unique world regions, travel patterns, trends, 

and the future tourism industry. The Oakridge Geography    

The grade 12 level offers further course selections that reflect the emerging focus of geographical is-

sues at the post-secondary level. The Environment and Resource Management  course focuses on the 

impact of human activity exploring resource management and sustainability practices, as well as relat-

ed government policy and international protocols. Finally, the Canadian and World Issues course     

accepts the global challenge of making the world more sustainable and equitable through an exami-

nation of environmental, social, economic, and geo-political interrelationships. More and more stu-

dents are choosing post-secondary programs and careers related to the discipline of geography. At the 

College and University level students are  department openly welcomes any grade 10 student interest-

ed in pursuing a grade 11 geography course.   

 

Selecting programs in global development, urban planning and design, GIS (geographical information 

systems), environmental management, geopolitics, and physical earth studies. We are proud to make 

connections to each of these career paths and program within the Oakridge Geography Department.   

https://twitter.com/oak_polevault/status/530398484776878080/photo/1
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 H I S TORY  

The History Department offers a full complement of courses 

in grades 10, 11, and 12. 

 

All grade 10 students take “Canadian History since World 

War I” at the applied, academic, or enriched level and a half-

credit “Civics and Citizenship” course at the open level. 

Grade 11 courses are offered in “World History to the End of 

the Fifteenth Century,” “American History,” “World Religions,” 

and “Canadian Law.”  Grade 12 courses focus on “World His-

tory since the Fifteenth Century,” “International Politics,” 

“International Law,” “Philosophy” and new for 2022-2023 – 

“Canada: History, Identify, and Culture.” 

 

Experiential learning is critical to the study of history and this 

department offers regular field trip opportunities to local 

landmarks and annual excursions to major Canadian, Ameri-

can, or European destinations – including Britain and the 

Netherlands in 2020 to celebrate the 75th anniversary of Vic-

tory in Europe in World War II! 

 



 

 LE AR NI N G  SERV ICE S   

Our team of experienced Guidance Counsellors are vital members of the education team.  They help 

our students in the areas of academic achievement; personal/social development and career       

exploration, ensuring that today’s students become productive, well-adjusted adults of tomorrow. 

 

Our Guidance team also assists students in planning their high school schedule, offer study advice, 

help students search for postsecondary apprenticeship, college, university and workplace              

destinations, fill out applications, find scholarships, and research extracurricular activities that best 

meet student needs.  

Our Student Success program is designed to assist students realize and work towards their full     

potential. We understand that many of our students learn at their own pace and we have significant 

supports available to assist those who may be overwhelmed.  Our collective goal is for students to 

maintain high rates of credit accumulation and to offer extra supports to ensure that they remain on 

track.  We offer ongoing credit rescue opportunities, along with Credit Recovery, to assist students as 

they work towards achieving curriculum expectations.   

The staff, working within the Student Success team, assume a collaborative approach where they 

work with students, their parents, and teachers to help students to overcome challenges.  We  strive 

to ensure that each student’s educational experience is designed to meet their needs. 

Guidance 

Student Success  

Learning Support Services 

The Special Education Department monitors the progress of students on an Individualized Education 

Plan (IEP) and offers consistent assistance to those who require additional supports outside the  

classroom setting.  Learning Support Services is open all day to students who require a range of    

supports from a quiet place to study to tips in organization and time management.  Additionally,     

Oakridge’s gifted and enriched program offers various supports to ensure students remain challenged 

and motivated.  Our students actively participate in off-campus conferences such as the SPARK     

conference at UWO, along with the WISE program where select grade 12 students have the opportuni-

ty to take a course at UWO for transfer credit.  The staff in Learning Support Services are Special Edu-

cation specialists who work tirelessly to ensure that students who access their resources are well in-

formed and working towards developing skills in self-advocacy. 
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M A T H E M A T I C S  

LI B R ARY 

LIBRARY LEARNING COMMONS 
 

The Oakridge Library Learning Commons is a welcoming space at the center of the school which pro-

vides a vibrant, information-rich, and networked facility to support students and teachers in collabora-

tive and individual learning. The library program is designed to complement the core curriculum in 

teaching students to be able to read, write, and interact across a range of platforms, tools, media, and 

cultures, that is, to become transliterate. The library is a place for independent study, small group work, 

whole class instruction, and recreational reading and is open before and after school, according to the 

needs of students. 

Collection 

Our collection includes nearly 9 000 items, including over 2500 fiction and 5500 non-fiction books, all 

tailored to support the Ontario curriculum and students’ interests. Additionally, our students have ac-

cess to electronic databases which provide a wide range of archived and current full-text articles from 

newspapers, magazines, journals, and reference books. 

Information Technology 

The library houses 30 desktop computers and 12 netbooks which provide Internet access as well as 

software to support student learning. Additionally, wireless access is available for students’ personal 

devices and 15 ChromeBooks are available for work in the gotvdsb.ca Google environment. 

Video Production Center 

Our Video Production Center (Seminar Room 2) provides students with video production equipment in-

cluding a green screen, lighting, tripods, a camcorder, and iPads and presentation technology including 

a computer, a VCR, a DVD player, and a digital projector. The room has been designed with theatre-

style seating to facilitate presentations.   
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At Oakridge, student learning and achievement are important.  Students engage in learning designed 

and developed collaboratively by teachers using the best instructional practices and curriculum 

expectations.  To help our students become life-long learners, we use technology,  manipulatives,               

inquiry learning, and teacher guided instruction.  Use of technology and hands-on manipulatives provide 

opportunities for our students to make connections between practical and abstract concepts. 

 

To support student achievement, math success rooms are available during the lunch period.  

Frequent progress reports maintain open communication between home and the student success team. 

 

We are proud of our students.  Oakridge math students consistently score above the provincial                     

average on EQAO tests.  A large portion of our graduates go on to pursue math related fields at the post-

secondary level.  Many of our students regularly participate in both junior and senior math 

contests where Oakridge is among the leaders in the Board. 
 

MATH 
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OUR ADVICE 
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Music at Oakridge Secondary School has a reputation in distinction.  Music plays a key role in our 

students’ high school experience. We offer a wide range of music courses that appeal to all skill sets 

including instrumental, vocal, guitar and jazz.  We also are pleased to offer the repertoire credits for 

grade 9 band, grade 10 band, senior band and concert choir.  These year-long half credits are open 

to all students. Outside of the repertoire credits we also run a senior and junior jazz band, guitar   

ensemble, a chamber choir and other small ensembles. Our performances throughout the year are 

well attended and showcase the incredible development students make as they progress through 

the grade levels.  

 

Students compete in several competitions such as the London Kiwanis Music festival, Musicfest   

Regionals and Musicfest Nationals.  The students’ performances are award winning and          

demonstrate high levels of achievement.  In addition to formal competitions, our Music students   

collaborate with our Dance and Drama Departments biannually in the production of a major musical 

theatre partnership.  Along with this occasion the Music Department organizes and runs several   

other events such as our annual Spaghetti Dinner night in September, joining with the Art Club to 

participate in the London Santa Claus Parade, feeder school concerts and workshops.   We also have 

several Coffee House events throughout the year that reveal the talents of our students in a more 

casual setting. There is never a dull moment in the Music Department. 

MU SI C  

The Physical Education program is an integral part of the to-

tal education process. The program provides a framework in 

which the student can develop physically, mentally,  

socially, and emotionally.  Through Physical Education  

experiences, students have the opportunity to gain 

knowledge, enhance physical health and fitness, and to ac-

quire skills which promote a healthy lifestyle. 

 

In the senior grades, students are given the opportunity to go 

off campus to explore personal fitness and recreational op-

tions such as rock climbing, golf and bowling. The grade 12 

exercise science course provides a great introduction to the 

study of sport science and kinesiology. 

 

Oakridge’s Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) is offered by 

the  physical education department in Health and Wellness. 

Through this program students gain valuable experience and 

health and wellness sector-recognized certifications. 

PH Y S IC AL  EDUC AT I ON  
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SC I EN CE  

The Science program at Oakridge has a long history of excellence, providing a complete foundational  

experience in the Sciences while fostering personal growth, collaboration and innovation within an inquiry 

based framework. The students are engaged in thought-provoking activities that inspire students to reach 

their full potential. With thriving physics, chemistry and biology labs, students are constantly engaged in 

innovative experiments that spark discussions and collaborative learning opportunities.   

 

Our science department offers many extension clubs and activities such as Science Olympics, Reach for 

the Top, opportunities to write Nationally accredited science exam contests and the return of Oakbotics - a 

business and engineering focussed club that competes in the FIRST robotics competition annually.   

 

A significant proportion of our graduates continue their studies in the areas of health sciences and engi-

neering at the post-secondary level.  Oakridge Science is a part of what makes our school a renowned 

stepping stone to post-secondary education. 

 

OAKBOTICS 

 

The 2021-2022 school year marks the 11th year of a very successful robotics extra-curricular program. 

Every year a group of 30+ students work together in Sponsorship, Finance, Marketing, Community Out-

reach and Engineering in order to build and compete with a custom designed robot of up to 120lbs. The 

direct connection to engineering is evident with aspects of mechanical and electrical engineering and 

computer programming using Java. The team has won many awards, including going to World Champi-

onships in 2011 and Ontario Provincial Championships in 2018.  
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SOCIAL S C IENCES & HUMANI TI ES 

Students from all backgrounds benefit from the Social Sci-

ences and Humanities (and Family Studies) courses as they 

provide an educational foundation and framework, which 

are immediately connected to all other departments (and 

their own lives).   Social Sciences is the study of people and 

draws from multiple academic disciplines – most notably 

psychology,  sociology, human development, nutrition, fash-

ion and consumer studies to name a few. 

 

In Social Sciences and Humanities, we combine the theoret-

ical and academic learning with  practical, hands-on and 

experiential learning; whether it is observing the traits of 

healthy relationships, job shadowing in child care facilities, 

creating their own clothing and fashion products, planning 

their own meals, comparison shopping, or making their own 

food.  Social Sciences and Humanities courses   offer some-

thing for students headed to all destinations.  

 

The grade 9 Exploring Family Studies course offers  

students an introduction to the different disciplines in social 

sciences and family studies.  Students are provided with 

interactive hands on opportunities to explore topics relating 

to development, relationships, nutrition, clothing, communi-

cation and many more.   

 

Throughout this course, students will gain a better under-

standing of themselves, their family and the world around 

them.  
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TE CH N OLOG Y  

The Technology Department at Oakridge provides the opportunity for student to investigate the ele-

ments of Technological Design, Communication, and Graphic Media.  

 

Exploring Technologies (Grade 9) - Explore what you have been missing all along and gain industry re-

quired hands on experience in Design and Communication Technology Fields.  

 

Communication Technology (Grade 10 – 12) - students are able to produce several videos and learn 

the techniques that go into video production. Oak students get an exposure to a variety of software 

programs including: Photoshop, premiere, animation and audio recording. In the senior levels, they al-

so get to create 3D animation with the software Blender. Students are introduced to Photography and 

have several projects involving photos. 

 

Yearbook (Grade 11 & 12) - students get to choose the theme for the yearbook and help create it. They 

are able to go out to the events at the school to take photos and they get credit for their photography in 

the yearbook. In yearbook, they will also learn different projects that are similar to the communication 

technology course. 

 

Technologic Design (Grade 10 – 12) – Student will be given the opportunity to be Innovative, Creative 

and learn Entrepreneurship skills through Product Design, Architectural Design, Graphic Design, 3D 

Design & Printing, Vinyl Printing, Tool Training & Usage, Measurement Systems, Hand Drawings, Model 

Building, Product Creation, Product Finishing, Pric-

ing & Estimating  
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